
Dear Members of our School Community, 

One of the best ways to enhance excitement 

for the upcoming school year is to take a 

minute to reflect on the outstanding 

achievements of the previous school year.  To 

that end, I hope that you have had the 

opportunity to view my fifth Superintendent's 

Podcast available on the main page of our 

school district's web site, www.nhsd.org, that 

features many of our students and staff.  In 

addition, I am proud to respectfully submit this 

latest publication of my Superintendent's 

School/Community Newsletter.  As you will 

read in more detail throughout this newsletter 

from many different authors and article 

submissions, 2013-2014 was a remarkable 

school year! 

We learned through the new Pennsylvania 

School Performance Profile (SPP)  that our 

school district was ranked #37 out of the 500 

school districts in the state and #2 out of the 

13 school districts in Bucks County.  This 

achievement resulted in receiving three 

Pennsylvania Governor's Office Proclamations 

of the Governor's Award for Excellence in 

Academics.  Beyond Pennsylvania recognition, 

we learned that the U.S. News & World 

Report's 2014 Ranking of Best High Schools 

ranked our high school as #3 out of 690 in 

Pennsylvania and #337 out of 19,400 in the 

nation.  In reference to our athletic programs, 

six of our teams won district level 

championships to move on to state level 

competition.  Finally, as a hallmark attribute of 

our marvelous students, I was proud to report 

at our 2014 Commencement that our students 

gave back to this wonderful community by 

supporting over 15 different local charity 

endeavors.   

In closing, I hope you enjoy a relaxing and 

refreshing summer as we diligently plan for an 

even more successful and exciting 2014-2015 

school year! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Raymond J. Boccuti 

Superintendent 
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With our goal of producing a budget that meets the needs of our students while balancing the 

fiscal realities of our citizens, the New Hope-Solebury Board of School Directors unanimously 
adopted the final budget for the 2014-2015 fiscal year at their meeting on June 2, 2014. The 

Board limited the tax increase to the Act 1 Index of 2.1%, with an increase to the average tax 
bill of $103.  The expenditure budget is $37,703,120, and the revenue budget is $35,753,523, 

plus $1,949,597 that is being used from the prior years’ fund balance.   

This budget includes much needed curriculum upgrades, changes in staffing, additional security 

supports, infrastructure and ADA compliance upgrades, and a continuation of technology use 
in the classrooms.  The detailed budget can be viewed on the school district web site at 

www.nhsd.org under the Administration Tab, "Business Office.” 

 
2014-2015 Budget Adoption 

http://www.nhsd.org�
http://www.nhsd.org/�
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New Hope-Solebury Lower Elementary School 
3020 N.  Sugan Road, Solebury, PA  18963  -  (215) 297-5438 

Lower Elementary School—Mr. Kenneth M. Silver, Principal 

The 2013-2014 school year was a year of many, many high-

lights, as well as a few interesting challenges. 

Our partnership with Delaware Valley College has con-
tinued to blossom, punctuated by our collaboration at the 

Philadelphia International Flower Show in March.  

Our students distinguished themselves and helped Delaware 
Valley College earn a prestigious and competitive 

award….the Bulkley Medal of the Garden Club of America 
and a Special Achievement Award this year.  Students from 

New Hope-Solebury School District created artwork for 

the display to provide glimpses of nature through the eyes 
of children. 

Our students participated in a variety of charitable events 

starting with our Turkey Trot in November for the March 
of Dimes, followed by our very successful Martin Luther 

King Day of Service, and, of course, Jump Rope for 

Heart.  New this year, our Lower Elementary School had a 
benefit for Ehlers Danos Syndrome.  Our March for     

Babies, held in late April, benefited neonatal research in 

conjunction with the March of Dimes.   

In addition to grants from the 
Delaware Valley Music Club 

enabling us to have a musical 
presentation from professional 

musicians, we also had Artists in 

Residence, Authors in      Res-
idence, and an incredible Sci-

ence Day. 

Our year-long Character 
Counts initiative and SWPBS 

(School-wide Positive Behav-

ior Supports) program provided 
the foundation and expectations 

for a climate conducive to all of our programs.  Each year 
our faculty revisits and re-establishes our core values as a 

school.  Academic excellence is always first and foremost, 

along with respect, trust, and responsibility. These core 
values are embraced by students, staff, and our LES families.   

This has been a year of tremendous accomplishments in 
spite of unusual interruptions and disruptions caused mid-

year by our weather.  We are now looking forward to the 
next school year which will feature many new academic 

programs, events, and activities that will continue to make 

our Lower Elementary school a very “Special Place To Learn 
and Grow.” 

Delaware Valley Music 
Club Performance 

LES Field Day 
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talent show.  It was a great way to highlight our students 
and their many different talents and abilities.  The staff came 

together to end the talent show with a sing along to Brave, 
by Sara Bareilles.  

This year we collaborated with the Home and School  

Association on an incredible project for our students.  We 
started this project several years ago and worked to create 

an "Outdoor Learning Center" near the playground.  This 

area will serve all students and even community members 
with a covered area that has tables and seating for a full class 

to promote outdoor learning.  We are very grateful for par-
ent support on this project and will continue to enjoy and 

utilize this beautiful space! 

A fond farewell to another grade 5 class as they head to the 
Middle School.  Their promotion ceremony was beautiful as 

it demonstrated their ability to be independent and strong.  
My message that day was and remains…“Say what you want to 

say and let the words fall out.  Honestly, I want to see you be 

brave with what you want to say and let the words fall out honest-
ly, I want to see you be brave”…. 

Have a whale of a summer everyone! 

Riding the wave of our whale done 

theme, we kicked off our year in full 
force with a week of team building 

activities, expectations and review of 
the rules. This provided everyone with 

an opportunity to get to know each other, build our class 

and school community, and know what was expected.  By 
week two, we were in full swing with our academics and 

started earning our whale done coupons. Our positive 
behavior support team created a school wide positive be-

havior support system that ran through the school like wild 

fire!  Students were able to earn whale coupons by demon-
strating expected behaviors such as respect, responsibility, 

safety, and pride.  Coupons could be cashed in for prizes.  
Our most wanted prize this year was extra recess and 

principal for the day!  This became the goal and we had 

105 students earn 100 whales to be principal for the day!  
The energy in the building was positive, exciting, and fun.  

The principals ran the school, made announcements, gave 
reminders, and played their favorite song at the end of the 

day. 

Our students were engaged in 

many different types of activities 
this year both academically and 

socially.  We had spirit days 
each month where students 

dressed in various ways to show 

school spirit.  We held a grade 
level reading contest, science 

days, young authors day, field 
day, trunk or treat, author’s 

visits, and field trips. Our grade 

5 students did a tremendous job 
in their leadership roles as they led the school with student 

council, bus safeties, peer leaders, T-team, school 
newspaper, yearbook and the morning news crew. 

At the end of the year, we held our traditional concert and 

 

New Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School 
186 West Bridge Street, New Hope, PA  18938  -   (215) 862-8026 

Upper Elementary School—Ms. Amy K. Mangano, Principal 

UES Cast of “Aladdin” 

New UES Outdoor Learning Center  

Thanks to our HSA! 
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This was an exciting and productive year 

at the Middle School as we added to an 
already rich curriculum with more co-

teaching classes, more general education 
“prep” classes, and embarked on a variety 

of teacher-led research projects including data analysis, data 

presentation templates, exploration of DOK (Depth of 
Knowledge) initiatives, and the implementation of a “One 

Book, One Community” project.   The number of accom-
plishments that students and staff engaged in is truly endless.   

Our First Annual Day of Giving event in December was 

a huge success!  Students used this day to provide service 

within our community.  Sixth grade students participated in 
Project Linus, making blankets for ill children or children 

living through an illness of a parent.  Through the Bucks 
County Housing Authority students and parents made 

food donations and created breakfast bags for needy fami-

lies.  Our seventh graders and parents donated items for 
needy families through the Trenton Soup Kitchen, mak-

ing dinner bags and hygiene bags from these donations.  Our 
eight grade students left campus to provide service to a 

number of service organizations including:  Philabundance, 

Point Pleasant Pediatric Specialty Care, Lam-
bertville Community Kitchen, Fisherman’s Mark, 

Bucks County Senior Citizen Center, and Kisses for 
Kyle.   

Throughout the 2013-2014 school year, we had the honor 

of celebrating 54 students at our monthly Student of the 

Month ceremonial breakfasts. Each student nominee, two 
per grade each month, displayed individual characteristics 

and unique personal qualities which exemplified our school 
motto of building respect, responsibility and relation-

ships. These students were chosen for their contributions 

to the school and the community and for also being caring, 
energetic students who have shown to be good role models 

for other students.   

Students also participated in a variety of academic competi-

tions. This year our Odyssey of the Mind team made a 

great showing in all of their competitions finishing 1st at 
states and 2nd in the region.  This distinction earned them 

the right to travel to 
the OM World 

Finals, where they 

placed 21st out of 54 
teams.  We entered 

o n e  R e a d i n g 
Olympics team of 

eight motivated 

readers who per-
formed extremely well, placing first against their same aged 

peers.  In Math Counts, Math Olympiad and Future 
Cities competitions, New Hope-Solebury Middle School 

ranked as one of the top four districts in the Math Counts 

Regional Competition, with team Captain Kaylee Tao 
scoring in the top ten among the 110 Bucks County partici-

pants.  In the Math Olympiad Competition, Sarah 
Deussing scored as the NHSM top math student and was 

awarded the Level E, grade 6 gold trophy. 

In June, our eighth grade English students hosted our     

Annual 8th Grade Senior Breakfast for seniors and  
family members.  The seniors, hailing from all over the Unit-

ed States and places like Ukraine, Serbia, and China, partici-
pated in a collaborative project with the students that 

spanned several months.  Students interviewed the seniors 

multiple times and the seniors graciously recounted the sto-
ry of their lives.  In addition, the students conducted re-

search to further inform their knowledge of world and   
societal events that had impacted the lives of the            

seniors.  Over several months the students pieced together 

the remembrances of the seniors with their own growing 
body of historical research, crafting historical biog-

raphies for each senior.  The breakfast, prepared by the 
students the evening before, was the culminating event.   

Congratulations to our students and staff for 

New Hope-Solebury Middle School 
184 West Bridge Street 

New Hope, PA  18938 

(215) 862-0608 

Middle School—Dr. Christina M. Cortellessa, Principal    

Odyssey of the Mind Team 
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High School—Mr. Charles M. Malone, Principal    

The High School received many accolades during the 2013-

2014 school year in the way of community, academic and 
athletic pursuits.  With our #3 ranking in Pennsylvania 

by U.S. News and World Report, New Hope-Solebury High 
School has an excellent reputation, a committed faculty and 

parent community, as well as well-rounded, hard-working 

students.   

Of our 108 graduates, 105 are continuing on to college, two 
students are taking a gap year pursuing service-oriented 

tasks, and one student is entering the workforce.  Scholar-
ships awarded by the colleges students will be attending 

total approximately $1,104,741.00!  Community scholar-

ships awarded to the class of 2014 is over $72,200!  Schol-
arships awarded by colleges that students will not be attend-

ing are approximately $1,877,150.00.  The cumulative GPA 
Distribution for the Class of 2014 equals the 25th percentile 

at an astounding 95.26.   

We have well-rounded students with a wide variety of 

course offerings and co-curriculars at their disposal.  Our 
athletic team accolades include:  Girls 

Cross Country - District 1 and BAL Cham-
pions; Boys Cross Country -District 1 

Champions; Girls Varsity Tennis - District 1 

Champions and BAL Champions; Boys Var-
sity Soccer -District 1 Champions; Boys 

Varsity Football - District 1 and BAL Cham-
pions; Boys Varsity Golf - District 1 Champions; and Girls 

Competitive Spirit - BAL Champions.  Our Valedictorian 

was nominated for a Mini Max Football award by the re-
nowned Maxwell Sports Club.  This individual award is given 

to a scholar athlete who defies the odds and achieves much 
success in his or her respective sport.  This type of recogni-

tion typifies the caliber of student athlete that attends New 

Hope-Solebury HS!   

New Hope-Solebury excels at the fine and performing arts 
as well.  Mask and Zany wowed audiences with their ren-

dition of Pirates of Penzance!  Throughout the school 

year, drama club students dazzled in their dramatic and co-

medic roles.  Band, Choir, and Orchestra also struck 
high notes this year; beginning in the fall with a trip to Ger-

many and Austria, the musical performances were well re-
ceived by international audiences.  The winter/holiday and 

spring performances were also a spectacle to behold.  

Capped by "Jazz Under the Stars," the year was a smash-
ing success for all involved.  There were also individual hon-

ors bestowed on our best and brightest musicians and 
young thespians.  District, Regional, and State honors were 

garnered by New Hope-Solebury's finest!   

Community service is another feather in the cap for our 

students who have conducted themselves with the selfless-
ness that defines what it is to be a New Hope-Solebury HS 

student!  Our students 
collectively performed 

thousands of hours of 

community service at an 
array of events and venues.  

One particular point of 
pride...during Spirit Week, 

the students held a 

Canned Food Drive.  
Last year's mark was 300 cans for Fisherman's Mark.  This 

year's drive netted over 3,000 cans!  Our students were 
excited to contribute so much and took particular pride in 

smashing last year's mark!   

Thanks to our hard-working, 

dedicated staff and our ever 
supportive parent community, 

it is no wonder that New Hope
-Solebury High School gets its 

acclaim!  We started the 

school year with a motivational 
message of “Get Up, Get Out 

and Go Get It!” and look for-
ward to an even more productive year to come! 

Collection for Fisherman’s Mark 

Motivational Speaker 

Laymon Hicks 
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Curriculum Office—Mr. Steven Yanni, Assistant to the Superintendent  

for Curriculum, Instruction, and Professional Development   

Everything we do in the Curriculum, Instruction, and Professional Development Office is focused on teaching and learn-

ing as well as raising student achievement.  With numerous accolades this year such as receiving the Governor’s Award 
for Excellence in Education and our High School being ranked #3 in US News and World Report, our standards of ex-

cellence are clear!   

The 2013-2014 school year set the stage for many new initiatives in our school district.  

The main focus of our work during the past school year and for the upcoming school 
year is linked to new standards in education.  The Pennsylvania Department of Educa-

tion (PDE) has released the Pennsylvania Core Standards, and we are currently in 

the process of revising all areas of the curriculum to include these standards.  These 

standards are based off of the National Common Core Standards and articulate what 
students should know and be able to do at each grade level.  We are using these 

standards as minimum expectations for each grade level and course.  As always, our goal is to sustain rich and rigorous   

instruction for all students each day! 

As we anticipate the 2014-2015 school year, we are also excited about new K-5 literacy programs, including Literacy 
by  Design and Being a Writer as well as new report cards.  We are also going to embark on a multi-year journey 

to examine our assessment and grading practice, all with the purpose of developing and sustaining classrooms that re-

spond dynamically to the needs of all learners.  Our teachers and administrators will continue working collaboratively to 
refine our practices in the best interest of our New Hope-Solebury students. 

Technology Office—Mr. Scott F. Radaszkiewicz, Director of Information Technology  

The New Hope-Solebury School District is pleased to announce we are implementing a one-to-one laptop initiative 

for the High School.  We believe that technology, as a tool, has the ability to drastically change teaching and learning, and 
when coupled with devices that are available 24/7, our students will be empowered for their future.  The addition of 

these devices is coupled with a fundamental change in the culture of teaching.   

We are crafting a clear vision of connecting all students to the world’s learning 
resources. 

The current initiative approved by the Board of School Directors will begin offer-

ing school-owned devices to all students in grades 9 through 12 at the beginning of 

the 2014-2015 school year.  Students in grades 6 through 8 will receive laptops at 

the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year.  



Pupil Services—Mr. David S. Lieberman, Director of Special Education  

and Pupil Services  

The Hope & Sole Café 

 

 

 

Everyone seems to have a favorite coffee shop.  It’s a place that offers great coffee, great service, and friendly employ-

ees that get your morning off to a great start.  We want everyone’s favorite coffee shop to be The Hope & Sole 
Café, located in the New Hope-Solebury High School.  It’s a place where students can stop in the morning for a great 

cup of coffee or herbal tea and receive friendly service from the students that work there. 

The Hope & Sole Café is a school and community-based program that was created in order to provide our   

students with valuable opportunities to acquire and practice functional academic skills, independent living skills,       
vocational skills, and communication skills.  Students are responsible for all aspects of this school-based enterprise, 

performing duties including, but not limited to, marketing, accounting, food prep, customer service, custodial 

service, and purchasing food and beverage items within the community.  This has provided our students with 
meaningful opportunities to generalize skills across settings.  

Our first year of operation was met with great success, and we are so grateful to have secured the support of both 

the school community, as well as the greater New Hope-Solebury community.  Through this venture, we were fortu-

nate enough to have met Richard Stuckmeyer and Lydia DeSimone from LeRoux Interiors, a local design firm 
based in Lahaska.  Richard and Lydia have generously donated their services to design a beautiful and functional work 

space, as well as secure the donation of materials and supplies from local businesses such as:  Kitchens by Charles 

Weiler, Gegeckas Family Tile, Avalon Flooring,  Mrs. G Appliance Center, and of course LeRoux          

Interiors.   

Richard and Lydia have worked collaboratively with our students to discuss daily operations, current needs, and     
review various design options.  We are pleased to announce that Hope & Sole Café will be re-opening in the fall of 

2014, in this newly renovated and improved space.  With the support from students, par-

ents, and local businesses, the opportunities for meaningful learning opportunities continue 
to grow.   

We thank the community for their ongoing support and invite you to join us if you 

have not yet visited Hope & Sole Café.  
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District Highlights 

Food Service—Mr. John A. Dixon, Director of      
Food Services 

The Food Service 

D e p a r t m e n t  h a s 

conc luded another 

school year providing 
offerings on a daily basis 

as well as providing 

services for numerous 

events for students and 
staff.  Commencing with 

the 2014-2015 school 

year, a new round of federal meal standards will be 

implemented; the main areas include increased whole 
grains and restrictions on sodium, as well as continued 

emphasis on fruit and vegetable consumption.   

The past year saw the retirement of a staff and student 

favorite, Patricia Watson. Pat’s last day in December 

was made extra special by the students at the UES who 

presented her with heartfelt cards and countless hugs.   

Howard Peters-Strickland, Lead 

Cook at the MS/HS, achieved his Food 
Safety Manager Certification. Our 

kitchens are each inspected twice 

annually by the Bucks County 

Department of Health and continue to 
remain in good standing. Our dedicated staff follow safe 

food handling practices and look forward to serving 

everyone in 2014-2015. 

Operations Department—Mr. David M. Hansel, 
Director of Operations; Mr. Peter Rivera, Director of 

Custodial Services 
 

In order to enhance professional and community 

relationships, New Hope-Solebury School District staff 

assisted in developing and introducing the “It’s Cool to 
Have Police at School Program.”  This program is 

intended to build upon the already positive working 

relationship between the school district and our local 

Police Departments and is aimed at increasing police 
presence in our schools while enhancing positive 

relationships between police officers, students, staff, 

and parents. 

Additionally, the district is taking part in a 

v u l n e r a b i l i t y 

assessment of our 
campus.  This is a 

co l l aborat i ve  e f for t 

between the Department 

of Homeland Security, 
New Hope  Po l i ce 

Department, Solebury Township Police Department, 

and school district staff.  We conducted a walkthrough 

of our campus, on Monday, June 16, and discussed 
issues and concerns related to safety and 

security.  This was the first step of an on-going 

process.   Moving forward, our goal is to identify, 

discuss, and address safety and security concerns as 
they relate to our schools.   

The New Hope-Solebury School District takes pride in its commitment to  

excellence.  We strive to inspire and empower our students to become  

passionate, confident, life-long learners, with the skills and strength of   

character to contribute to a diverse and ever-changing world. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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